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Bruno Sainjon - the new Chairman of ONERA  
 
Bruno Sainjon, Director of DGA Operations, has been appointed by decree of the 
Council of Ministers, as the Chairman of the Board of Administrators of ONERA, 
as the next Chairman. He will assume his new duties on June 2, 2014. 
 
 
Bruno Sainjon started his career in 1987 at French defense procurement agency DGA 
(Direction Générale de l’Armement). He held several positions in the missiles, space 

and nuclear sectors and worked at the DGA until 1996. 

From 1996 to 2005, he worked in the services of the French prime minister, then with the French 
defense minister at the time, Alain Richard, in industry and for the national defense office. Mr. Sainjon 
was first head of economic affairs and coordination in the interministerial delegation for the 1998 
Soccer World Cup (1996-1997), then economic, financial and budgetary advisor in the defense 
minister's cabinet (1998-2000). He was then named vice president for strategy and development, 
energetic materials, at SNPE (Société Nationale des Poudres et des Explosifs), as well as Chairman 
and CEO of Celerg and Celerg International (2000-2002), before moving to the national defense office 
as deputy director of sensitive technologies and transfers (2003-2005).  

Named ingénieur général de l’armement on July 1, 2005, he moved back to the DGA at the end of the 
year as director of the nuclear and missile programs department. In early 2007, Bruno Sainjon was 
appointed deputy director of weapon systems and promoted to the rank of ingénieur général hors 
classe de l’armement ("chief scientist defense"), then named director of operations in October 2009. 
Since January 2009, he also represents the Minister of Defense on the supervisory board of OCCAR, 
the European Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation.   

Born on January 25, 1961, Bruno Sainjon holds degrees from the École Polytechnique (1982) and 
École nationale supérieure de techniques avancées (1987) engineering schools. 
 
Bruno Sainjon holds the rank of Knight in the French Legion of Honor and Officer in the National Order 
of Merit.  
 
Thierry Michal, general technical director of ONERA, was acting Chairman and CEO from August 
2013 until this appointment, following the death of Denis Maugars.   
 
About ONERA 
ONERA is the leading aerospace and defense Research & Technology organization in France. A 
public establishment created in 1946, it reports to the French Ministry of Defense. ONERA has 2,100 
employees, including 263 doctoral candidates. It is the only public research organization in France 
with the capabilities needed to address the complex challenges facing the aerospace and defense 
sectors. Offering a fleet of experimental facilities unrivaled in Europe. ONERA works for both  
government and industry, spanning ministries and agencies, major corporations and small businesses. 
Calling on its partnership-based research model, ONERA generated a business volume of 233 million 
euros in 2013, half from contract research. ONERA is a recognized source of innovative solutions, 
technical expertise and long-term design vision. It has contributed to some of today's most successful 
aerospace and defense programs, including the Ariane 5 launcher, Airbus commercial jetliners and 
Eurocopter helicopters, the Rafale fighter, the Falcon 7X business jet, the Graves space surveillance 
radar, the Very Large Telescope, and much more. 
To learn more, go to www.onera.fr 
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